Llamas and Alpacas Now Covered Under USDA’s Livestock Indemnity Program

By Karen Conyngham, ILR representative to the U.S. Animal Health Assoc.

July 8, 2009

Last week, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the new Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) details have been released.  This program was renewed with the 2008 Farm Bill and for the first time includes llamas, alpacas and emus under “eligible livestock”.  There are restrictions however; camelids that are considered pets or show animals are not  eligible under LIP.

Below is the full text of the USDA press release and following that, excerpts from the July 2, 2009 Federal Register posting about this program.

For more information on available supplemental disaster assistance programs, please visit your FSA county office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov
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USDA Press Release

July 7, 2009

WASHINGTON  - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that eligible ranchers and livestock producers can begin applying for benefits under the provisions of the Livestock Indemnity Program in the 2008 Farm Bill on July 13. 

"This program will provide livestock producers with a vital safety net to help them overcome the damaging financial impact of natural disasters," said Vilsack. 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to producers for livestock deaths that result from disaster. Using funds from the Agricultural Disaster Relief Trust Fund established under section 902 of the Trade Act of 1974, the program is administered by the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat and extreme cold. Eligible losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011. 

The following table provides the final dates to file a notice of loss and/or application for payment for either 2008 or 2009 livestock losses. 

Date of Livestock Death
  Final Date to File a Notice of Loss
   Final Date to Submit an Application for

   Payment



Calendar Year 2008
  Sept. 13, 2009
   Sept. 13, 2009

Jan.1, 2009 to July 12, 2009
  Sept. 13, 2009
   Jan. 30, 2010

July 13, 2009 to Dec. 31, 2009
  30 days after death is apparent
   Jan. 30, 2010

Specific provisions for the other supplemental agricultural disaster assistance programs authorized by the 2008 Act - the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) - will be implemented through separate rulemakings and announced at a later date. 

For more information on available supplemental disaster assistance programs, please visit your FSA county office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
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Livestock Indemnity Program and General Provisions for Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance Programs

Federal Register: July 2, 2009 (Volume 74, Number 126)

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Farm Service Agency

CFR Citation: 7 CFR Part 760

DOCUMENT ACTION: Final rule. 

Effective Date: July 13, 2009.

DOCUMENT SUMMARY: 

This rule implements the general eligibility provisions for all the supplemental agricultural disaster assistance programs authorized by the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) and the specific requirements for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). LIP provides disaster assistance for livestock losses. LIP applies only to livestock owners and contract growers that had losses due to livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather during the calendar year, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Eligible LIP losses must have occurred on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011. This rule specifies how the LIP payments are calculated and when producers may apply for benefits. This rule also removes some outdated rules from the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). 

SUMMARY EXCERPTS: 

Eligibility Requirements; Livestock Covered by LIP

LIP payments and eligibilities will be calculated on the type of eligible livestock and the actual losses and the calculations will be made by FSA approved categories. Eligible livestock for payment to livestock owners include beef cattle, dairy cattle, buffalo, beefalo, equine, sheep, goats, deer, swine, poultry, reindeer, elk, emus, alpacas, and llamas that died as a direct result of an eligible adverse weather event. The list of eligible livestock includes all the types from the previous ad hoc disaster program for livestock, except for catfish and crawfish as described above. Regulations for that program are in 7 CFR part 760, subpart J. This final rule adds alpacas, emus, and llamas to the list of eligible livestock. FSA added these types of livestock based on concerns expressed with respect to previous programs.

In addition, to be eligible, the livestock must have died as a direct result of an eligible adverse weather event in the calendar year for which benefits are requested. Participants must provide verifiable documentation of livestock deaths claimed.

Animals kept for recreational purposes, such as hunting animals, animals used for roping practice, pets, and show animals, are not eligible. Wild, free roaming animals are not eligible to generate payments.

Determination of LIP payment eligibility will be based on actual losses in excess of normal mortality for the calendar year for the relevant animal type and approved category by an individual producer or contract grower due to adverse weather. There is not a State or National ``trigger'' such as an emergency declaration that provides automatic eligibility for all producers in a particular State, county, or region. Adverse weather includes, but is not limited to, events such as hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat, and extreme cold. FSA has the authority to determine eligibility of livestock losses caused by other adverse weather types, including disease caused by such weather.

See the full text of this Federal Register posting at:

http://www.thefederalregister.com/d.p/2009-07-02-E9-15537

OR a .pdf of the same document:

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2009-07-02/pdf/E9-15537.pdf

